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Tfte .FIRST SPRING DAY
tn t"e park bringsOUT NATURAL BEAUTIES
THAT ART COULD POSSIBLY
FURTHER ENHANCE .

W. B. Van Ingen,
Artist, Calls on
Citizenry to Arise
Against

of Beauties
by So-call-

ed Im-prove-
m

en ts and
Unchecked

By ROBERT G. SKERRETT.
.HE most beautiful posses

sion In tho keeping of the
people or New Tork city Is

Central Park. It la the product of
rare genius working togother with
nature. And, being such. It behooves
our citizenry to do everything in their
rower to maintain It. They should
oppose persistently and always any
efforts, no matter how well meaning,
that may tend to mar the park's gen-
eral scheme." Such is the keynote of
an earnest appeal now made by V.

ingen, an noto ana Fpaco im!o moro thanpassionate lover of Manhattan's in
comparable breathing place.

Mr. von Ingon haa learned to know
Central Park through years of Inti-
mate, sympathetic contact with every
nook and corner of the whole reser-
vation. As a mural painter ho has
drawn Inspiration from many of Its
aspects, and by long study of its
manifold charms he has become deep-
ly Imbued with the spirit and the In-

tent of the men that planned it for
succeeding generations of this bus-
tling metropolis. Just an a general

erutlnir.es the potentialities of every
bit of tho terrain about him so Mr.
van Ingen has grasped the niceties
of the landscape architecture d

by the thought and labors of
Frederick Law Olmstead and Calvert
Vaux.

Toucb of Master Ilandi.
As Mr. van Ingen puts it: "With

the touch of master hands those orig-

inators struck splendid chords, and
becnuso of those amazing harmonies
lr Ib all tho easier for the heedless.
I might say the Irreverent, to inter-
pose discordant note. But simply
becau.-- e the park grips mo as it does,
Vecause the more see of It the moro
It means to me, don't let my opin-

ions bias your Judgment." Buch was
the wav this widely known artist pre
mised his criticisms of what ho termed
abuses or misuses of Central parka
design, when interviewed by the
writer.

Continuing, he aid: "Come with me
nd see for yourself. If I ftm wrong

don't hesitate to say so. But before
we start on our Jaunt bear a few facts
in mind. As far back as 1851, Mayor
uinirslnnd sent to tho Aldermen a spe

clftl mer.sagc urging the necessity of
a spacious public pari: ror tnc great..,. Much interest had before then
been oroused in behalf of such a proj- - J

... - .1 utoBilllv 1nrrplllinir
eel, ailu mrrv .....
favor for1 such a plan. It was not.
however, until seven years later that
the matter actually crystallized and
the city offered four premiums for
the beat plans for laying out the park.
The first prize was 12,000. the second

was $1,000, the third wps 7D0, and the
fourth WW S&00. Not particularly
munificent sums In view of what

subsequently sa'.ned in

the way of art scrvlro.
''The schime submitted by Messrs.

Olmsted and Vaux on May IS. 1SB3,

was accepted In the mr-l-n ns offered.

Mr. Olmsted was appointed architect In

chief and MrjVaux ,s his MnU
working rare ortMnized,
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UNDULATING STRETCHES of
CHUNGERJLL GREEK AMID
SETTINGS of FOREST LAND
WHICH BREATHE The
ATMOSPHERE of T5e RUNWAY

COUNTRY-.- .

and by the first of June tho task o'
creating tho reservation was bosun
such wis the zeal of the collaborator.

"The dominating Idea was to produce

. n ariist or a a roctnnEUlar a

a

I

once

two and a half miles long north and
south and something over half a mile
wide a succession of rural pictures
which should enable tho deniiens of
tho city to get beyond tho streets and
tho oppression of flanking buildings.
In other words, without leaving tho
municipal limits to reach an effective
simulation of the open country, and at
certain points to enjoy the apparently
transplanted ruggedness ot the Adiron-
dack?.

"it was not permitted that tho ar-
rangement should completely block
crosotown movement from east and
west. Therefore the designers wero
compelled to accept four transverse
roads, which substantially divide the
Park Into fivo rectangular units. These
surken traffic ways wero so cunningly
flanked with trees and sloping banks
that long vistas would carry the eye
over the Intervening terrain without
betraying the presenco of theso thor-
oughfares. Caps were purposely left
in the arrangement of tho trees to pro
mote the sense of distance.

was

its

of geological
tho view hav been i prevailed
and the of five separate thousands dollars wero

yet I "n ample area ball
what done few players. But though the
a Ihn Irannvro mnl that llnltn prOdUCO ground, Still thfl

Ft vtv-flft- h h Wnnl Hlif vtli K Wl)
streot? Saplings wero set squarely
across tho middle ground between Um
plre Rock and tho lovely sweep of tho
green tho north I Unless aro

one of the most carefully
studied and charming offects, deliber-
ately park's creators,
will bo nullified. A few trees more or
less make all tho dlfferonco in

result and tho effect Is
material immaterial, depending upon
whore they are placed.

Kcrenlnir m Lovely Plctnre.
"I purposely emphasize this as

example of misuse of original de-
sign. The Interposing trees aro llko a
screen dropped beforo a lovely picture,
and in this case tho view serves the
twofold purposo of hiding a sunken
road and in promoting tho Impression
of breadth and exaggerated distance.

"And now let us what other topo-
graphical trifles make or mar tho
beauty of tho landscape. Tako, for
Inntanco, the broken contours and tho
rolling slopes of tho opin spaces
wo ftund, here nt the southern end

Thoro Isn't straight lino
In any of as developed
under ths guidance of Messrs. Olm-ite- d

and Vaux. Even tho grassy areas
fife raaio cf ceaseless undulatlosa

wvxttf
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ONLY GREAT PAINTER,
COULD HAVE. REPRODUCED
ON CANVAS THIS
WONDERFUL OF

NATURAL BEAUTY.

Thee tend not only to pretent Inflnlt
varl'itle-- t of aspect from different point
ot view, hut likewise to increase the
wealth of color effect. Thero noth-
ing accidental about this: it was dono
for a purpose.

''And now, see what the utilitarian
did when he had the power make
over the ball ground at tho routhv.est-er- n

corner of the park. Umplro Ilock,
in all of contrasting ruggednesa,
ilscs from a netting of green, and
thlu glacial worn macs of gneiss Is

Otherwise typical the outcropping
would restricted which tJiero beforo many

impression of spent
pnrl.3 would have resulted. And clear for

was a years ago along intent was
ntrf nf tO a ball

Pint v. uiv.t Hua

to these
removed

planned by tho

tho
scenlo either

or

on
the

neo
do to

whero
of

the park. a
the surfaces

up

A

BIT

to

to

to be a thing of
beauty, and eoftly rolling waves of
turf wfro called Into being. There
for years the youths of the city were
quite content to bat away. And then
the desire to change things mistakenly
for the better gripped an erstwhile
Commissioner of Parks.

"For two years the area was fenced
in denied tho pleasure lover while
the ground was ploughed up, levelled
and rcsod Ud. All of tho former un-

dulations wero ruthlessly rolled out,
nnd tho result as wo see It now la a
flat, uneventful area that Is as dis-

sonant In that setting a a false note
In nn othcrwlso melodious chord.

"The explanation was that tho
baseball player y is more exact-- )
Ing than the boys of the past Ad-
mitting this to be a fact, then restrict
the uso of that field to younger lads
who have not reached a stage where
they ;an't be happy on n diamond
that falls short of present ath-
letic standards, The puk was never
Intended for recreation of n nature
calculated to destroy tho naturally
picturesque.

"And while w? are Ir. thl southern
end of the park let us s?n whnt thla
tribute to youth, predatory youth, is
doing to misuse the original design)
grossly abusing one of the most
artUtio tits ot tho landscape, artljt'a

"
' A' .Allli. all 'C- -

A 'L

Il.ll.

Tfe SHEEP MEADOW,. A LOVELY TOUCH. OF Te
PASTORAL .

cunning. I mean that portion of the
pond which lies to the north and west
of tho Qapstow brldgo. To-da- this
water area Is fenced In by wiro screen-
ing, which interferes with tho view
and rudely violates the Idea of the
open country. It Imposes restraint,
and It Is Immediately borne In upon
us that we are dealing vith the arti-
ficiality of a zoological garden. Why?
Because this shelter ts found neces-
sary to safeguard the eggs of tho
water fowl from rascally youngsters!
And to make this haven still moro
secure the approach under tho Qap-
stow bridge la crudely barricaded by
an ugly fabrication of boards.

Pollen Protection Lacking.
"This Is not only a misuse but an

abuse of an area which wo worked
out with loving care to produce vistas
that only a Claude Lorraln could havo
duplicated on canvas. Messrs. Olm-

sted nnd Vaux wero keenly alive to
the temptations that tho park would
offer to thoso predisposed to vandal
Ism, and thereforo they urged cogently
and at some length the creation of a
corps of park policemen capablo of
looking after their dolegated beats and
feeling In complotn sympathy with the
purposes of the reservation.

"Simply because we havo no such
force availablo scenic charms must bs

3

hacrlflced! Tho duck pond ukoiI to be
at tho uppermost end of tho lako and
nearly In llr.o with fiovonty-sevent- h

streot. That nook was far better
suited naturally to afford protection
during breeding time than tho site
now given over to tho aquatic birds,
and Its use involved no trespass upon
a section of raro artlntlo value.

"Don't confuse the general plan of
tho park representing Intent with
developed details. Tho latter must of
necessity grow nn we continue to spend
money upon tho reservation, but what-
ever theso additions mav lie thev
should be mado to fit In with the
broad conception of the primary
scheme. Further, don't Imagine that
I am opposed In any way to altera-
tions, but none of these should bo
made without a thorough understand
ing of the purposes of tho particular
environment concerned.

"The Oapstow bridge will answer
admirably to bring out mv point. The
bridge originally placed nt that posi-

tion was condemned in the course of
time, and Galen Howard, tho architect
designed tho present HtricUuro. which
heetns to spring naturally out of Its
surroundings and to fit In exquisitely
with tho local scheme. H Is unaues- -
tlonably moro beautiful than Its
predeccFsor, but even so. It Is a part
way failure. What Is tho reason?

Mr. Howard did not grasi) the ob-Ic-

of the bridge that had formerly
itood there, which was to slve the
Pedestrian a point of vantage from
Ahii.h to view thu l.ivclv vistus stretch-n- g

up to th'j winding waterway of
tiic pond.

"The solid stone coping on each !do
of the brldgo is so high and deep
that a person of ordinary height can-
not see tho foreground and. ihi.-- "'

tho depth of the perspective Is ma-
terially curtailed. If the treadway bo
ralsrd a couplo of feet this defect can
be disposed of. A simple matter, to
be sure, and Mr. Howard would un
questionably have lowered the sides

of who might
well

an aid to enjoying the art of others.
"1 am heartily opposed use of

Iron railings, metal framed seats, Sr.,
within park, because they
fall promoto sento of tho rustic,

rural. Wo havo so many pleasing
at

In
century are sturdy I

no excuse for
which seems to tho de-

signed place. Hlmi- -

inside jwrk.

the wholo of
reservation the iiplrlt the

in tho midst of a

Travel
knows at

plan of the
park, Vaux
carofully a system

a
.ccurlty

ON

hazardous potnt? in
i from the West Sixty-sixt- h street en
trance the authorities years
npo wbat intended by them to
a children's casino. To reach
sfru-tur- c from tho walks.

I freq.ientcd by nurses nnd little
it is ncceiisary to on tho

a much drivo and a
path a compound curvo

l makes it to impossible to
tect tho approach of riders a few yards
off. Hero w? havo anothor example of
tho misuse of thu pari, design.

"Tho sarno which I dirocted
at tho levelled ball Is applicable
to the space cleared for tennis courts
north of the Ninety-sevent- h street
transverso on tho oast of the
park. a

the
was cleared away and a bald, unsightly
area of cost
thousands of do'.lira nnd effected no

backstop nets cannot
be sot up, and for tha play-
ers either to content thomselvos

a garni Is modified battle-
dore and shuttlecock or
errant balls over the area Inter-
fering with their neighbors add-
ing the confusion.

"Turf courts would have been in-

finitely preferable and the gentle roll-
ing surfaco of landscape nrttst
could have retained. Pleaso keep
in mind tho park con- -

or rnled th floor of his structure cuived as a potential resort of
ho been fully nllvo to the need or the sport call for
making his bridge ornnmentHl and I nigh professional

to tho

tho utterly
to the

the

substituting

atmosphere

Itasarduna,

iwruculRrly

neighboring

ftequentcd

'improv-
ing' the undulating

substituted.

accommoda- -
tlons.

"The sam administration
the ground, built the

tennis courts, wanted to
spend a large sum for tho erection of
permanent structures for skaters 0:1

and reasonably enduring examples of tho beach tho south of tho lake,
rustic architecture within tho park That beach is the only water
many of them have been thore half a stretch of sand and nobbles tho park

and still that
can see
metal, allon

of the
ot,

one uso let
tho for

tent
of

very
city.

Made
"A every one who all

with

trlnlo .

course. And how this

Just

built some

that

ones,
cross same

irvsl
bridle with
that next

field

toad Rldo
with view

turf

This

that
have

with that
chase

all
and

been
that never

had

both

that
ball that

is a feature of that
particular section of tho reservation.
Where th main rtrlvway, In tho
neighborhood of West Seventy-sevent- h

larly, If buildings we must have for s.tr. crosses a stre.imllke tributary
or another tho 0f the lake, Messrs. Olmsted nnd Vaux

tnosc. too, retlect bucolic, uny- - piaee,i tho balcony bridge commonlything Inevitably violates tlm in- - taJPll i.;c10 Bridge and the balconies
underlying scheme

tho coun-
try reproduced
populous

Is
familiar the general

Messrs. Olmsted and very
arranged of

violated

criticism

There, to
ground,

concrete

benefit,

to

tho

athletes
loving

spoiled
concroto

lapped

and fascinafng

else
wero designed to Invito the pede?trlan
to halt and to gam thence to the south
and east across tho lake. Jnt fancy
how that picture would have
been disfigured had protest not

the erection of a house of refuse
for skaters along tho stretch of tho
beach.

From time to time, and only a"
communication or travel. Tnnt is to.1'"1"' "3 -

say. they provided driveways, walks told that the rectangular receiv-an- d

bridle path, and so dWpfised of I Ir-- reservoir, lying south nf the
these by means of sunken crapslng Highty-slit- h street trnrM-ers- nod.
and some forty-od- d bridges that It v.'ns to be utar.dnnod and the urea H.-.:- i

would bo possible for pedestrians to j
voi-s- -a to be turned Into u Mini:, it

follow tho pathways laid out for them ,
garden Kd out upon somewbat t-

having to cros3 driveways or "Ulonl lines. Such a garden In lte. f
bridle paths with the risks Inherent to might "ery boautKu., 1 ut it would
such was
principle of at one

was be

de

reason

their

was

exqulalto

bo
clash at once with the f iitiduineiita!
idea of the rural.

TWELVE PAGES.

The Original Landscape Dream of Central Park

Oblitera-
tion

Tfta GAPSTOW BRIDGE. Tio
UGLV BOARD BARRIER. IS TO
KEEP BOATING PARTIES OUT
of T&e RESERVATION for

WATER- - FOWL.

He Appeals tor Ad-

hesion to Masterly
Design First Ad-

opted, Adequate
Police Force and
Curb on Unwar-rante- d

Sacrifices
Made for

"On the other hand. If this space, no
longer needed by tho Department of
Water Supply, were returned to th
Park lepartment it would give tho
landscape artist something ko thirty-fiv- e

acres which could bo turned into
lovely, undulating open stretches of
green which would suppy Just tho
vista essential to making the most ot
.ho prospective strlk'ng western facade
of the Metropolitan Museum. Imaglno
how tho planners of the park would
look upon an Interposed formal sunken
garden! And remember that thla
violative creation would cost us In-

finitely morn to establish and to main-
tain than the open country effect de-
sired by Mes.rs. Olmsted and Vaux.

"To appreciate properly what Cen-

tral Park Is y and to realize what
tho site was when It way taken In
hand by Its designers in 18JS, wo
should recall tho fart that tho area
wa.M at the start Uttlo moro than
long, narrow tongue of rock, chiefly
gneiss and mica schists contorted and
upturned nt every angle!' The placo
waj; full of fallen trees, decaying vego-tntlo- n,

foul pools nnd swamps.
"When these enthusiasts told vis-

itors wliat it was their intention to do
their guests simply emlled pollto in
credulity. Many millions of dollars
havo since been spent In transforming
that rugged wilderness into Innumer- -
ablo beautiful picture-- ,. Some idea ot
tho work entailed can bo gathered
from tho records, which show that tho
two wheeled carls used to remove and
to haul materials, If placed In a single
l'ne with their horses attached, would
bo long enough to oncompass tho earth
on tho equator and havo six thousand
miles to spare!

Tnelre Veari nt the Task,
"To achlo'-- o tho amar.lng resulta

which charm us Messrs. Olm
sted and Vaux labored devotedly and
without cease for tho twelve years In
which they werii free to carry out their
scheme. They brought to play all of
the exquisite art of masters of land
senpo architecture principles which
Nature has prescribed and tho wis
trim has followed In simulating her
tho world over. Tho truth of thla was
brought home to me when visiting that
wonderland of tho landscapo nrtlst
Japan years ago. Those cunning men
of the Orient usid tho same expedients
to affect tho eye that Messrs. Olmsted
ar'l Vaux employed hero in tho heart
of New York city.

"Ten years after I returned from
Jnpan 1 took a Japnneeo friend to Cen-
tral Park. I wanted his expert Judg-
ment, but I did not lufluenco him la
expressing his views. Wo had not
strolled far into the picturesque depths
of tho reservation beforo my compan-
ion arrested me by a touch on the arm
and the esclnmntlnn, 'How much this
nil In like home, lllio Japan!' That
vtj'i the spontaneous tribute to tho
universality of tho art Involved and ot
the faithfulness with which the men
rcpor.slblo had curried out their mls-li- n.

"Mrijrs. Olmsted and Vaux planned

CvxHnutd on Elwnth 1'ag.


